
Brass

Brassisanalloyofbothcopperandzinc.It
haslowfrictionpropertiesandacousticproperties,which
makeitoneofthemostpopularmetalstousewhen
makingmusicalinstruments.Itiscommonlyusedasa
decorativemetalbecauseofitsresemblancetogold.Itis
alsogermicidalwhichmeansitcankillmicroorganismson
contact.

Otherapplicationsincludearchitecturaluses,
condenser/heatexchangers,plumbing,radiatorcores,
musicalinstruments,locks,fasteners,hinges,ammunition
components,andelectricalconnectors.

As brass is stronger andstiffer than pure copper,itis

moresusceptibletodevelopingstresscracks.Malleability

andformability.Comparedtobronze, brass ismore

malleable.Additionally,itiseasytocastorwork.

Oneofthemetalscalled"red brass"is85%copper,

5%tin,5%lead,and5%zinc.CopperalloyC23000,

whichisalsoknownas"red brass",contains

84–86%copper,0.05%eachironandlead,withthe

balancebeingzinc.


